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SOUTHWICK 


Sfnnua/  Tieporf^ 


JAMES  STOBO, 


L.R.C.P.,  L.RC.S.,  L.F.P.S.G., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Ingram  E.  Peace,  Piinter,  18,  Stonoy  Lane,  South. wick. 


The  estimated  Population  for  Southwick  to  the  middle 
of  1894  is  11,030,  and  on  this  all  the  calculations  for 
1894  are  made. 


MARRI  A.GES. 

16  Marriages  as  against  18  for  1893  were  solemnised  in 
the  Parish  Church, 


BIRTHS. 

425  Births  were  registered  during  the  year,  showing  an 
increase  of  17  on  1393, 


TABLE  A. 


Male,  216  j  Female,  209  j  Total,  425. 


This  gives  an  average  Birth  Bate  for  the  year  of  38*5  per 

1,000. 
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DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  during  the  year  show  an  increase 
on  1893  of  36. 

The  total  number  for  the  year  is  246,  ^^hich  gives  a  Death 
Date  for  the  year  of  22-3  per  1,000. 


TABLE  B. 


Under  1 

year 

...  90 

1  year  and  under  5  years  ... 

...  60 

5  years 

15 

...  13 

15  „ 

25 

...  12 

25  „ 

5  ) 

60 

...  40 

60  ,,  and  upwards 

...  31 

150 


96 


The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  four  cpiarters  was  :  — 


TABLE  C. 


1st  quarter  .. 

....  48  . 

2nd  ,, 

.  49  ...... 

....  17-7 

5  J 

3rd  ,, 

....  78  . 

....  28-3 

9  9 

4tli  ,, 

....  71  . 

....  25-7 

J  9 

246  . 

...  22-3 
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The  Death  Date  of  22*3  cannot  be  considered  very  sati^> 
factory  ;  but  in  considering  it  no  person  can  lose  sight  of  the 
iact  that  exe  .optional  circumstances  were  at  work.  This  can 
be  seen  from  the  high  Death  Kate  recorded  during  the  last 
two’'  quarters.  This  increase  was  almost  wholly  due  to  an 
outbreak  of  measles  in  the  Township.  The  Deaths-  ascribed 
to  it  do  not  afford  the  faintest  idea  of  its  destructive  power  , 
There  was  hardly  a  house  m  the  Township  into,  which  it  did 

j  (  ;  I  ;  ' 

not  enter;  and  nearly  all  the  Deaths  ascribed  to  pneumonia 
wnre  secondary  to  it.  Besides  this  it  left  many  weaknesses 
wdiicli  left  the  patient  more  susceptible  to  other  diseases.  A 
peculiar  thing  is  that  people  don’t  seem  to  grasp  the  fact  that 
measles  is  one  of  the  most  deadly  diseases  that  can  attack 
children.  In  very  many  cases  the  child  is  allowed  to  run 
about,  and  no  medical  attendant  is  called  in  until  pneus 

(.(  '  r  .  , 


monia  or  some  other  equally  serious  complication  sets  in  ; 

i  1  ’ 

whereas  if  the  child  was  kept  w^arm  in  bed,  and  suitable  treat¬ 
ment  applied,  many  of  these  complications  might  be  avoided. 
Another  thing  that  might  be  mentioned  here  is  the  great 
tendency  in  the  present  day  of  having  large  Schools,  and 
therefore  a  greater  number  of  Scholars  drawn  together  in  one 
School.  When  measles  begins,  a  slight  cold  may  be  the  only 
evidence  of  its  existence.  Yet  at  this  time  the  infection  is 
very  groat,  and  consequently  the.  disease  spreads  very  rapidly. 
If  during  an  epidemic  of  this  kind  the  School  Board  were 
more  lenient,  the  results  might  be  more  satisfactory.  If  on 
the  other  hand  they  insist  on  parents  sending  their  children 
to  School,  they  should  provide  a  Medical  practitione]-,  to 
whom  parents  might  send  their  children  for  examination  when 
they  appear  ill. 


G 


The  increase  in  the  Death  Eate  during  1894  seems  to  hare 
been  all  in  the  infantile  mortality.  In  1893,  108  died  under 
live  years  of  age.  In  1894  there  were  150,  being  an  increase 
of  42  during  the  present  year.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Death 
Eate  over  5  years  has  decreased.  The  number  in  1893  was 
102,  and  in  1894,  96,  being  a  decrease  of  6  during  the  present 
year.  The  increase  in  the  infantile  mortality  might  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  the  outbreak  of  measles,  which  caused  27 
Deaths  during  the  past  year,  and  in  1893  there  were  no 
Deaths  from  that  cause. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  Board  has  not  adopted  the  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Act,  and  therefore  many  cases  of  Infectious  disease 
may  not  have  come  to  my  notice  ;  but  the  following  returns 
have  been  made  from  cases  known  to  me  : — 


TABLE  D. 


Scarlet  Fever  .  37 

Diphtheria .  2 

Typhoid  Fever  .  36 

Continued  Fever  .  1 

Puerperal  Fever  .  2 

Erysipelas .  2 

Measles .  161 

Whooping  Cough .  50 

Diarrhoea  .  45 
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ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 

TABLE  E, 


Smallpox  . nil 

Measles . 27 

Scarlet  Fever  . * .  3 

Diphtheria  . 1 

Whooping  Cough .  1 

Typhus  . nil 

Typhoid . 7 

Continued . nil 

Diarrhoea  . 12 

Total  Deaths  from  chief  Zymotic  diseases  51 


This  gives  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  4*6  per  1,000,  and  is 
only  very  slightly  higher  than  the  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of 
1893,  which  was  4*1. 

TABLE  F, 

Number  of  Zymotic  Deaths  for  past  5  years» 


1890.  1891.  1892.  1893.  1894. 

Smallpox .  nil  ...  nil  ...  nil  ...  nil  ...  nil 

Measles  . 7  ...  13  ...  15  ...  nil  ...  27 

Scarlet  Fever .  3  ...  1  ...  1  ...  4  ...  3 

Diphtheria  .  1  ...  nil  ...  nil  ...  nil  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  3  ...  2  ...  7  ...  1  ...  1 

Typhus  . .  nil  ...  nil  ...  nil  ...  6  ...  nil 

Typhoid  .  1  ...  3  ...  12  ...  10  ...  7 
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Continued  .. 

...r .  nil 

. . .  nil 

...  ,2^ 

1 

...  nil 

Diarrhoea . 

.  10 

...  12 

...  7 

...  23 

...  12 

Deaths  from  chief) 
Zymotic  diseases  f 

. . ,  31 

...  44 

...  45- 

...  51 

Deaths  fi^om  otlieri-,^^ 

1 9  b 

causes  _ ) 

...  194 

...  177 

165 

...  195 

Totals  for  .each  year. ,221 

...  225 

...  221 

...  210 

...  246 

Zvmotic  Death  Rate..  2-5 
*/ 

...  3'0 

...  4-1 

...  41 

...  4-6 

Other  causes  Death  R.l 9'6 

...  18-9 

...  16-8 

...  15-3 

...  17-6 

General  Death  Rate. .22-1 

...  22'0 

...  21-0 

...  19-4 

...  22-3 

TAl^LE  G. 


Tbic  gives  the  Zymotic  Death  Rate  for  the  past  5  years. 


1890. 

Smallpox...  . . nil  .. 

jM^asles  . ^.7  .. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  -3  .. 

l)i[)litberia  .  *1  .. 

Whooping  Cough  ...-IS  .. 

Typhus  . nil  .. 

Typhoid  . . 

Continued  . nil  .. 

Diarrhoea  . 1.0  .. 


Deaths  from  chief 
Zymotic  diseases)"' 

General  Death  Rate. 22-1  .. 


1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

nil  ... 

nil 

nil  ... 

nil 

1-27^... 

1‘42  ... 

nil  ... 

2-44 

•097  ... 

•095  ... 

•37  ... 

•27 

nil  . . . 

nil 

nil  ... 

•09 

•195  ... 

•667  ... 

•09  ... 

•09 

nil  ... 

nil 

•55  ... 

nil 

•293  ... 

1-143  ... 

'•92  ... 

•63 

nil  . . . 

•190  ... 

•09  ... 

nil 

1-173  ... 

•367  ... 

2-13  ... 

1-08 

3-0  ... 

4-1  ... 

4-1  ... 

4-6 

22-0  ... 

21-0  ... 

19-4  ... 

22-3 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  Tables  that  the  Zymotic 
Death  Rate  is  above  the  average  for  the  last  five  years,  but 
this  again  is  largely  due  to  the  outbreak  of  Measles. 


r 
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Neither  Smallpox,  Ty})hus  Fever,  nor  Continued  Fever 
have  been  responsible  for  any  Deaths  during  the  year.  This 
shows  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year,  when  there  were 
6  Deaths  from  Typhus  and  1  from  Continued  Fever. 

There  was  1  Death  less  from  Scarlet  Fever  than  during 
the  previous  year,  while  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
during  1893.  1  Death  is  recorded  from  that  disease  in  1894. 

The  Local  Government  Board  Inspector  visited  this  Dis¬ 
trict  during  the  Summer  of  1894,  and  amongst  other  things 
warned  the  Board  against  another  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever, 
that  Fever  having  been  very  prevalent  during  the  previous 
Winter.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  such  an  out¬ 
break  did  not  again  recur,  there  being  no  more  than  the  or¬ 
dinary  sporadic  cases  always  to  be  met  with  in  a  large  and 
thickly  populated  District.  Although  there  were  7  Deaths 
due  to  it,  still  these  were  mostly  during  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  being  the  tail  end  of  the  epidemic  carried  over  from  the 
previous  year. 

In  connection  with  Typhoid  Fever  an  important  discovery 
has  been  made  lately  by  Professor  Klein.  At  a  meeting  of 
Health  Ailthority  he  read  a  paper  on  Disinfection  in  Typhoid 
casesi’  and  pointed  out  the  utter  worthlessness  of  ordinary 
disinfectants,  the  ^only  means  of  destroying  the  Typhoid 
Bacillus  being  by  burning.  He,  therefore,  recommended  in 
all  Districts, '  or  combination  of  Districts,  the  erection  of  a 
Destructor,  '  and  that  all  the  discharges  infection  of 

Typhoid  Fever  is  in  the  discharge  from  the  bowels)  should  be 
collected  in  closed  pans  and  destroyed  in  the  above  Destructor. 
{Such  pans  should  be  left  by  the  Authority  at  all  houses  where 
there  are  cases  known. 
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During  the  past  j^ear  the  Temporary  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  has  been  of  great  service  in  isolating  various  very 
urgent  cases  of  Fever. 

As  I  understand  the  Board  have  in  view  the  erection  of  a 
more  complete  Hospital  in  the  near  future,  I  desire  to  point 
out  to  them  the  great  need  at  the  same  time  of  including  in 
their  scheme  the  erection  of  a  Disinfecting  Chamber,  so  that 
all  bedding  and  clothes  miglit  be  more  thoroughly  disinfected 
than  at  present. 

Diarrhoea,  which  was  responsible  for  so  many  Deaths 
during  1893,  has  only  caused  12  Deaths  during  the  past  year. 
This  is  a  very  considerable  decrease.  Many  Deaths  returned 
as  due  to  Diarrhoea  may  hardly  be  classed  as  such,  being 
entirely  secondary  to  other  and  more  serious  diseases,  such  as 
Typhoid  Fever  and  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  your  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself 
made  two  special  inspections  of  the  District,  which  were 
thorough  and  complete  in  their  character,  and  included  all  the 
outlying  Districts  and  Farm  Cow-sheds.  As  the  result  of 
such  inspections,  a  number  of  notices  were  served  to  abate 
nuisances.  In  the  first  case  the  number  was  298,  and  in  the 
second  294.  Many  of  these  notices  were  for  having  no  water 
supply  in  the  yards — some  never  having  had  water,  and  others 
where  the  water  supply  was  cut  off.  In  all  cases  where 
leakages  were  found  from  middens,  immediate  notice  was 
served,  and  in  all  cases  remedied.  Considering  the  large 
amount  of  old  property  in  your  District,  and  therefore  the 
great  tendency  to  leakages,  a  constant  look  out  has  to  be  kept 
for  these  nuisances.  In  all  cases  also  where  the  surface 
drainage  was  found  imperfect  in  the  yards,  and  where  there 
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was  a  tendency  for  water  to  accumulate,  notices  were  served 
with  a  view  of  perfecting  the  surface  drainage.  As  regards 
the  water  supply  it  is  very  good,  and  the  water  of  good  quality. 

As  regards  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  the 
only  property  I  would  draw  your  attention  to  is  Stafford- 
street  and  Waterloo-street.  In  both  our  inspections  these 
houses  were  found  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state,  and  nuisances 
were  found  in  almost  every  yard.  No  doubt  much  of  this  is 
due  to  the  old,  damp,  and  dilapidated  condition  of  the  pro¬ 
perty,  and  much  of  it  may  also  be  traced  to  the  lazy,  careless, 
and  filthy  habits  of  the  tenants.  Water-closets  have  in  many 
of  the  houses  been  provided,  but  from  the  nature  of  the 
tenants  it  seems  impossible  to  keep  them  in  proper  working 
order.  Ashes  also  seem  just  to  be  thrown  down  anywhere, 
from  laziness  to  come  down  the  stairs  and  put^them  in  the 
ashpit  I  am,  therefore,  very  much  afraid  that  if  such 
nuisances  continue,  the  Board  will  have  to  deal  with  them 
under  the  above  Act,  and  close  them  up. 

I  append  hereto  Tables  A  and  B  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  but  I  am  unable  to  give  any  information 
as  regards  the  Heaths  of  Southwick  people  in  Institutions 
outside  of  the  Township,  having  no  information  regarding 
them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  STOBO, 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.F.P.S.G., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January  28th,  1895. 
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Area  and  Population  of  the  District  or 
Division  to  which  this  Return 

relates. 


Area  in  Acres  .  844*544 

Population  .  10,226 

Death  Dates  : — 

General  . . .  22*3  per  1,000  Population. 

Infant  .  211  per  1,000  Births 

Kegistered. 


JAMES  STOBO, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

January  28th^  1895. 
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